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(L to R) Sophomores Leah Metzger and Josie Luptak,  
junior Crysta Haynes and senior Kaylise Taylor stand in front of  
the Upland Christmas tree that will be lit this Sunday in Depot Park.
Photograph by Riley Hochstetler
Upland’s annual 




On Dec. 3, Upland will host the 25th 
annual Christmas tree lighting. 
The lighting will take place in De-
pot Park, followed by a downtown 
open house which includes chil-
dren’s crafts, snacks, music and an 
artisan fair.
According to president of the Our 
Town Upland Committee Charity 
Bailey, this ceremonial event is tra-
ditional for those who live in town. 
Members of Taylor administration 
have been asked to participate in 
the past, as President Emeritus Eu-
gene and First Lady Marylou Ha-
becker have previously been the 
ones to light the tree, according to 
an Echo article written in 2015.
However, in celebration of the 
25th anniversary, Bailey said the 
committee wanted to make a big-
ger event to draw more attraction. 
The tree lighting will take place 
Photograph by Ellie Bookmyer
Tree lighting set for Sunday
The communication department took home the platinum  
and gold standard in the MarCom Award competition.
Public professionals
Comm Department       




Among the 6,000 MarCom Award en-
tries from 2016, four entries from Tay-
lor University merited awards. Two 
entries won Platinum awards and two 
won Gold awards.
MarCom Award winners came from 
Professor Donna Downs’ Public Rela-
tions cases & campaigns class. The 
two Platinum Award winners were 
campaigns done for Taylor Universi-
ty’s Communication Department and 
Title IX program. The two Gold Award 
winners were campaigns for two non-
profits: Purposeful Design (Indianap-
olis) and A Hope Center (Ft. Wayne).
“I have worked with several stu-
dent groups on these projects, and 





Starting today, women across the 
country — and Taylor’s campus — 
will wear a dress every day for a 
month to raise money for sex traf-
ficking victims through a movement 
called Dressember.
According to their website, Dres-
sember started as a simple fashion 
challenge by blogger Blythe Hill in 
2009 and grew to an internation-
al campaign to promote awareness 
of sex trafficking and raise funds to 
support organizations that rescue 
and rehabilitate victims.
The movement came to Taylor in 
December 2016 through then-fresh-
man Madi Williams, now a sopho-
more. After doing Dressember for 
two years in high school, Williams 
knew she wanted to bring the chal-
lenge to campus. Her wingmates in 
English Hall’s Cellar joined her, and 
the campaign spread through friends 
to other Taylor women.
“People are asking that question, 
‘What is the correlation between a 
dress and human trafficking?’ and 
there really isn’t one,” Williams said. 
“The dress is just sort of the flag of 
the movement. It’s a way to catch 
people’s attention, it’s a way to create 
conversations, and it’s really just a 
way to show a daily act of how much 
you care.”
Dressember founder Blythe Hill 
Dressing for December
Check out this 
coffee shop                     
Page 3
(L to R) Junior Crysta Haynes, freshman Hannah Frase, sophomores Josie Luptak and  
Madi Williams and senior Michaela Shake will be participating in Dressember this month.
Trojans pounce         
on Cougars Page 10
at 5 p.m. Following this, business-
es in the downtown area will be 
open and decorated for Christ-
mas, serving free snacks and host-
ing performances.
Businesses will be handing out 
various coupons. There will be a 
showing of “It’s a Wonderful Life” 
in Upland Town Hall. Children will 
have the opportunity to explore 
firetrucks in the firehouse. A small 
train will have a route around town 
for children and adults to enjoy. Ad-
ditionally, a scavenger hunt will take 
place throughout the night. Partic-
ipants will receive a map marking 
each participating business and can 
gather stamps from participating 
businesses to receive a prize.
Bailey said the goal for this 
“Downtown Open House” is to raise 
awareness of the community and the 
town. It also gives a chance for res-
idents to support local businesses 
and explore the downtown area.
“The idea is to bring people down-
town, get people mingling in and out 
of the shops, that kind of thing,” Bai-
ley said.
Another goal is to get Taylor stu-
dents involved in the event. Bailey 
recalled a time when she went to 
a similar event in a small college 
town and the event was filled with 
people so much that it was shoul-
der-to-shoulder. She holds similar 
hopes for the Upland event.
Committee member Kelly Yordy 
also wishes for a large turnout. She 
believes as long as there is good 
weather, a lot of residents will be 
willing to participate.
“I think there’s a misconception 
that Upland residents don’t want 
Taylor students to participate, and 
that is definitely not true,” Yordy 
said. “For any Taylor students look-
ing for a fun, easy way to partici-
pate in the local community, this is 
a great first event.”
echo@taylor.edu
this is easily the best I have ever ex-
perienced,” said Vice President for 
Student Development Skip Trudeau, 
then in charge of Title IX education at 
Taylor. “The students were very thor-
ough, professional and creative. They 
exceeded my expectations.”
Senior Malaina Yoder was a mem-
ber of the group working on the Title 
IX Campaign. "It was a joy to be a part 
of a collaborative project and partner 
with a client who deeply cares about 
students,” Yoder said. “The recognition 
from MarCom is quite the honor, but 
the practical lessons about how to cre-
ate and enact a campaign are what I'll 
take away from this experience."
Yoder worked with four other stu-
dents to complete the campaign.
MarCom Awards is an internation-
ally known and respected competition 
that recognizes outstanding achieve-
ment by marketing and communi-
cation professionals. Entrants come 
from far and wide: from throughout 
the United States, to Canada as well 
as multiple other countries around 
the world.
In the past, approximately 15 percent 
of all entries won Platinum, the high-
est award, and around 20 percent won 
Gold. Platinum and Gold Award win-
ners may receive a highly-customized, 
exclusively-crafted, intricately detailed 
MarCom trophy, a symbol of the win-
ners’ tremendous achievement.
MarCom Awards judges are indus-
try experts from the Association of 
Marketing and Communication Pro-
fessionals. They base their criteria on 
a high standard of excellence. Judg-
es look for companies and individu-
als whose exceptional work serves as 
a benchmark for the Marketing and 
Communications industry.
“Having the students win these 
awards is an honor for our depart-
ment and for Taylor,” Downs said. “Af-
ter a semester of hard work, students 
formally present their final campaigns 
to clients during finals week. Year af-
ter year, clients are grateful and im-
pressed with student achievements 
and presentations.” 
echo@taylor.edu
learned about human trafficking 
in 2005, but felt powerless to work 
against it as “just” a fashion ex-
pert and blogger. She started wear-
ing a dress every day one December 
to change up her wardrobe, but as 
friends joined each year and the 
challenge grew, she realized it had 
potential to make an impact. In 2013, 
she paired the Dressember style chal-
lenge with the cause of ending hu-
man sex trafficking.
Women interested in participating 
in Dressember can register through 
the website and, if desired, choose 
a local team of women to partic-
ipate with. The movement needs 
more than dress-wearers; every 
participant has a personal fundrais-
ing page on the Dressember web-
site with individual goals. Friends, 
family members, classmates or co-
workers who want to support the 
campaign can donate to an individ-
ual’s or team’s page through the end 
of January. Money raised goes to the 
International Justice Mission, an in-
ternational Christian humans rights 
organization, and A21, an anti-traf-
ficking nonprofit.
“When I wake up in the morning, I 
get to advocate for women through 
something I’m already doing, which 
is getting dressed,” Williams said. 
“Last year, several of my friends wore 
their dresses over a pair of sweat-
pants ( for finals week). You don’t 
have to give up comfort for chang-
ing the world.”
Taylor’s team, run by Williams and 
“headquartered” in English Hall’s 
Cellar, has a community dress clos-
et of about 60 dresses loaned out 
for the month. Participants can bor-
row a dress from the closet to wear 
for a day and return it. The team’s 
fundraising goal for 2017 is $6,300, 
the price of one human trafficking 
rescue operation. They raised over 
$5,000 last year.
Men who want to support the 
cause can participate as well by 
wearing a tie or bow tie every day for 
the month. Sophomore David Fletch-
er joined Williams last year and wore 
his only tie, a black and white plaid 
bow tie.
“I was really seeking out oppor-
tunities to grow my compassion for 
people that I . . . had no shared expe-
rience with,” Fletcher said. “I knew al-
most nothing (about sex trafficking), 
so I wanted to participate . . . so that 
I could educate myself while also try-
ing to be an advocate for people that 
are facing unjust circumstances.”
Students interested in participat-
ing or donating can find Taylor’s 
team page online. Sign ups remain 
open until Dec. 31; fundraising goes 
through the end of January.
Williams finds many people in-
timidated at the thought of wearing 
a dress every day, but she feels it’s 
a simple, easy step to improve the 
plight of women around the world.
“Not only is it a great way to change 
the world, you get to look cute while 
doing it,” Williams said.
echo@taylor.edu
Graphic illustrated by Naomi Noyes
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“Pray for protection for those living in Bali as the last 
eruption resulted in 1,100 casualities.”
Bree's beat
The Lighthouse J-term teams will be commissioned  
to go overseas by their peers next Sunday.




On Dec. 10, all five Lighthouse 
teams will be commissioned to 
serve in Czech Republic, Ecuador, 
Ethiopia, Spain and Southeast Asia 
(SEA) in January.
“Just as a brand new ship is ready 
to set sail, it is commissioned, so 
are those who are going abroad to 
serve in ministry,” Katie Rousopou-
los, director of Local and Global 
Outreach said.
According to Rousopoulos, the 
commissioning service is a launch-
ing point for the five teams to be 
sent around the world to serve. It 
is a chance to remind those go-
ing abroad of those who are stay-
ing behind to send them off. It is 
an event to learn about what the 
teams will be doing, to celebrate 
with them and encourage them 
through prayer.
It is also an opportunity for past 
year teammates to share specif-
ic prayer requests and stories, be-
cause they know firsthand the 
importance of having a support 
team back home.
“The hope (of the commissioning 
service) is that all of the Lighthouse 
participants would know that their 
home base, Taylor, is in support of 
them and will be praying for them 
as well as the differing people they 
will interact with while they are 
in-country,” Lighthouse co-direc-
tor and senior Cara Walker said. “I 
believe this prayer support can be 
a powerful influence on all of the 
Lighthouse participants and for 
our Taylor community.”
Lighthouse embodies Taylor’s 
philosophy of integrating faith and 
Another ship set to sail
Photograph by Hannah Bolds




The Indonesian island of Bali is 
a well known vacation getaway. 
However, this week, rather than 
maps for tourists, they are distrib-
uting masks for locals. Ash filled 
the air as Mt. Agung erupted on 
Saturday. Authorities issued the 
highest-level warning possible for 
everyone within the 7.5-mile radi-
us and instructed all in that area 
to evacuate immediately. Nearly 
40,000 locals have already evacu-
ated but over 60,000 still remain 
in their homes.
"Not all villagers in the danger-
ous radius are willing to evacuate. 
Until now there are still many peo-
ple who remain in their houses," a 
disaster agency said in a statement. 
Many of these people believe they 
are safe or are unwilling to abandon 
their livestock, which is their live-
lihood. However, a 73-year-old lo-
cal named Nengah Wati remembers 
the damage that this volcano is ca-
pable of. The last time it erupted 
was in 1963. She was a young wom-
an but still gets emotional at the 
mere thought of that experience.
Not only is this disaster affecting 
local villagers, but around 59,000 
travelers have been stranded due 
to 445 flights being canceled. The 
Ngurah Rai International Airport in 
Bali has been closed since Monday. 
Derek Du Chesne is a 30-year-
old actor who was struggling to 
get home to America. "The last two 
days we couldn't get out of here,” 
Chesne said. “Traffic gridlocked, 
buses lining the streets for evacu-
ation. We couldn't get through to 
any of the airlines via phone, been 
on hold for an hour now, scary 
stuff.” 
This eruption is not even close 
to being over.
On Monday, a geologist named 
Mark Tingay stated, "The volca-
nic eruption has now moved on to 
the next, more severe, magmatic 
eruption phase, where highly vis-
cous lava can trap gasses under 
pressure, potentially leading to 
an explosion."
On top of the danger for a more 
severe eruption, due to the coming 
rainy season, lava floods are also a 
lethal threat. Because of this, locals 
are advised to stay clear of rivers as 
well. With all that is going on, the 
worst part for those living close by 
is the waiting.
Putu Sulsami lives 3 miles from 
the volcano and states, “If it has to 
erupt, let it erupt now rather than 
leaving us in uncertainty. I’ll just 
accept it if our house is destroyed.”
Pray for protection for those 
living in Bali as the last eruption 
resulted in more than 1,700 casu-
alties. Those who lose property 
will need assistance to get back 
on their feet and begin to rebuild 
their lives.
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learning. The goals for students 
are to understand other cultures, 
to develop interpersonally, to en-
gage in service outreach and eval-
uate through reflection.
The program has enabled stu-
dents to gain unforgettable and 
life-changing experiences while 
learning and serving culturally 
around the world. The program 
also serves to share God’s love to 
those being served and a deeper 
understanding of faith for those 
who serve.
“In my own experiences, my pre-
vious Lighthouse trip (to Greece) 
contributed greatly to my spiritual 
development because it prompted 
me to engage with difficult con-
cepts and critically think about 
who I believe God to be,” Walker 
said. “I am very thankful to have 
been challenged in these ways. I 
hope that current Lighthouse par-
ticipants are also challenged and 
stretched so that they may expe-
rience Christ in new ways.”
Eighty-one participants, with 
students ranging from sopho-
mores to seniors, and faculty 
members will serve with Light-
house this January throughout 
the world.
To junior Meghan Freer, who 
has been thinking of joining a 
Lighthouse trip since her fresh-
man year, it’s exciting to partner 
with CRU in Ecuador, where they 
will travel to different universities 
and talk to college students about 
what they believe.
“I’m really excited to have the 
opportunity to share the gos-
pel in another country and to be 
surrounded by Spanish-speaking 
people, to have that travel abroad 
experience with other Taylor stu-
dents and be able to share those 
memories together,” Freer said.
For Rousopoulos, those not go-
ing on a Lighthouse trip should 
attend the service because as an 
institution that is sending teams, 
the Taylor community is remind-
ed we all play a part in short-term 
missions. The service is impact-
ful for people with different roles, 
mainly the senders, who support 
the teams financially and prayer-
fully, those on the trips, and the 
hosts who will partner with the 
teams in those countries.
The Lighthouse commissioning 
service will take place on Dec. 10 






How the ongoing 
blackout is impacting  





Gas is scarce. The power is out. Homes 
are forced to survive off of a generator.
These are the current conditions 
described by junior Kristina Rivera of 
her great grandmother, cousins and 
other family members in their home-
town of Las Piedras, Puerto Rico. 
Their severe circumstances have been 
ongoing for over two months.
The reason? Hurricanes Irma 
and Maria, both of which shook 
the island of Puerto Rico at differ-
ent magnitudes.
“The first hurricane, Irma, grazed 
the outside of the coast,” Rivera said. 
“After that, my grandfather who was 
living in Puerto Rico had to move 
into my home in Chicago. He had lost 
power and was surviving off of plata-
nos, which are bananas.”
The storms occurred a few weeks 
apart in differing areas of the Atlan-
tic Ocean, impacting much of Florida 
and the Caribbean.
“Then Hurricane Maria came 
around and shook my little island,” 
Rivera said. “I was worried. My fami-
ly was there and there was no way of 
talking to them. Being away from my 
family in Chicago made it even harder 
because I continually had to call to be 
updated or nobody told me anything.”
Although much of Rivera’s extended 
family still lives in Puerto Rico, Rivera 
calls Chicago home.
“My grandparents moved (to the 
U.S.) when they were in their mid-
teens,” Rivera said. “They came be-
cause of better jobs — pretty much 
the hope of the American dream.”
Even though she grew up in the 
United States, her Puerto Rican fam-
ily background heavily influenced 
her upbringing.
“It caused me to do things different-
ly than my other American friends,” 
Rivera said. “I ate different foods, 
spoke Spanglish, dancing was huge 
in my house and I grew up with a 
different view on what it meant to 
be American.”
After moving away from Chicago 
to go to college at Taylor University, 
her family culture continues to im-
pact her life.
“While being here at Taylor I have 
grown closer to what it means to be 
Puerto Rican,” Rivera said. “I real-
ized not everyone is used to wak-
ing up on a Saturday morning to 
the sound of Marc Anthony and the 
smell of Fabuloso. It caused me to 
love my background more. Those 
differences are needed in commu-
nity to flourish.”
Similar to Kristina Rivera, Nate Ri-
vera is a freshman at Taylor Universi-
ty and comes from a different Puerto 
Rican family.
“I am Puerto Rican with family 
members living in Puerto Rico cur-
rently,” Nate Rivera said. “I feel that 
it is sad that there still isn’t con-
stant power for Puerto Rico. We 
(the U.S.) have more than enough 
resources to bring Puerto Rico back 
to a stable condition, but Congress 
waited too long to waive the Jones 
Act. It could have brought in sup-
plies faster right after the hurri-
cane hit. Now, the supplies cannot 
be transported throughout Puerto 
Rico sufficiently enough due to the 
damaged infrastructure.”
Although Nate Rivera is concerned 
for the wellbeing of his native coun-
try, he believes steps can be taken to 
respond to the recent tragedy.
“I think Christians should try to re-
spond on how they would with any 
other natural disaster that would 
happen here in the U.S.,” Nate Rivera 
said. “They should donate or go there 
themselves to help the community get 
back on their feet.”
Kristina Rivera also thinks it is part 
of America’s job to help Puerto Rico, 
especially after disasters similar to 
the hurricanes.
“The political stance between the 
United States and Puerto Rico is 
sticky,” Kristina Rivera said. “I be-
lieve if America can call my people to 
serve in their army then they should 
care for where the people come from. 
A hurricane is out of Puerto Rico’s 
control. This isn’t something they 
caused on themselves.”
Even though Hurricanes Irma and 
Maria struck the Caribbean months 
ago, many island nations continue 
to struggle in the aftermath of the 
storms. Puerto Rico is one of sever-
al U.S. territories that were hit, but 
the U.S. as a whole has done little 
to help.
“My biggest fear is that they will 
be forgotten,” Kristina Rivera said. 
“The news will move on and so will 
the people. Everyday, people should 
be aware because these people are 
a part of this country. I know there 
may not be much we can physically 
do here at Taylor, but it is our respon-
sibility to pray and to be there for the 
broken. If we aren’t aware, how can 
we pray?”
echo@taylor.edu
Photograph provided by Autumn DominiqueThe Branch, a 
local coffee shop in 
Fairmount, explores 
what it means to blend 
coffee with ministry 
Becca Eis  
Staff Writer
When writing on his experience with 
coffee bars in Milan, Italy, Howard 
Schultz, former Starbucks CEO, said, 
“I was taken by the power that savor-
ing a simple cup of coffee can have 
to connect people and create com-
munity.” Taylor students across cam-
pus have adopted the phrase “coffee 
date” into their everyday vocabulary 
and have integrated these intention-
al times of conversation into their 
schedules. But what would it look 
like for a church to connect to its 
community through coffee?
This is the question Fairmount 
Wesleyan Church sought to an-
swer almost two years ago when 
they began brainstorming on how 
they could better connect with 
their community. They realized 
that downtown Fairmount, Indiana 
lacked a place to connect, so they 
made plans to own and operate a 
coffee shop.
In May 2017, The Branch opened 
its doors, serving food and coffee to 
the community of Fairmount, with 
hopes of expanding their outreach 
efforts later on. The first two months 
the shop was open, it was run by 
volunteers. Since then, The Branch 
has hired 25 employees. The name 
is twofold: the building used to be 
the town’s license branch, and Fair-
mount Wesleyan wanted to encour-
age its congregation to use the coffee 
shop as a tool in “branching out” into 
their community.
“We also wanted a place that would 
help push our people, the church peo-
ple, out, and by giving them some-
thing they could do and volunteer and 
everything,” said Rob Tippey, disciple-
ship and first impressions pastor at 
Fairmount Wesleyan. “That’s proba-
bly been the biggest effect, is what it’s 
done within the people of the church 
and how it’s changed them to think 
outward, more than they ever had 
before.” 
Taylor students have discovered 
The Branch and have found value in 
its mission.
“Something that I love about The 
Branch is that they have a board 
where customers have prepaid for 
drinks or (desserts), written them 
down on a card, and anyone who 
wants something can use one of 
those cards!” said junior Sarah 
Wright. “It’s a really unique thing 
that I think reflects the business 
of The Branch. It’s completely for 
the community.”
The board was originally intended 
for those who might not be able to af-
ford food or coffee but has expanded 
to include cards with specific names 
or people in the community, from vet-
erans to firefighters.
Beyond coffee, The Branch serves 
their community by simply offering 
the space they have.
“They have some really good food 
and drinks, but what really sets it 
apart is the unique community space 
upstairs, which includes a conference 
room and some desktop comput-
ers that are free to use,” said junior 
Alec Downing.
The upstairs area includes a pri-
vate room that is sometimes used by 
a counselor and allows for more con-
fidential conversations. The space 
is also used to host the meetings of 
Main Street Fairmount, an organi-
zation that is also working to better 
Fairmount. Recently, The Branch 
had the opportunity to host the 
Fairmount Police during the James 
Dean Festival.
The Branch’s mission statement 
is, “A place for the community to 
enjoy coffee, food, and conversations 
while empowering personal, social, 
and spiritual growth.” Their current 
goal is to continue to get people in 
the door, which will allow them to 
establish classes in financial plan-
ning, parenting and other topics rele-
vant to the community. Additionally, 
they are hoping to begin hosting a 
church service at The Branch next 
fall or spring.
Learn more about The Branch by 
visiting its storefront at 108 S Main St., 
Fairmount, IN 46928 or online at the-
branchfairmount.com.
ech0@taylor.edu
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Students reflect on Puerto Rican crisis
The Branch coffee shop warmly welcomes 
any who enter within open hours. 
A fallen power line is one of the many damages  
in Puerto Rico done by Hurricanes Irma and Maria.
M A S T E R  O F  A R T S  I N
C O U N S E L I N G
Through professional training and 
personal growth, Huntington University’s 
Master of Arts in Counseling program will 
train you to leverage the transformational 
power of relationships. See how you can 
bring hope and healing to a broken world 
at huntington.edu/counseling.
The Branch: More than just coffee dates
Damages can be found throughout Las Piedras,  
Puerto Rico, including trees, streets and buildings.
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“Something that I love about The Branch 
is that they have a board where customers 
have prepaid for drinks or (desserts), written 
them down on a card, and anyone who wants 
something can use one of those cards!”
The Branch: More than just coffee dates
LIFE & TIMES 4
TheEchoNews.com
Professors give 
students tips when 
preparing for exams
Hope Bolinger
Life & Times Co-Editor
Make a Google docs study guide and 
collaborate. Carve out two hours at 
Starbucks to flip through flashcards. 
Scan through Quizlet and pray some 
gracious predecessor provided a 
study set for your specific class.
These make up a handful of the 
ways students advise each other on 
exams. But, what if Taylorites re-
ceived guidance for finals through 
the most abundant source: the pro-
fessors? The following is help for ex-
ams from teachers:
Tom Nurkkala: 
Professor of computer 
science and engineering
"I've recently started using the time-
worn iceberg analogy (how 10% of 
an iceberg is above the water line 
and 90% lurks below). Students have 
the impression that a course covers 
an entire iceberg's worth of materi-
al, and assume that they'll only be 
tested on the most important 10%.
What I tell them is that over the 
course of a semester, we cover the 
top 10% of a bunch of icebergs, and 
all of that material is important. 
Ideally, students should be able to 
take that top 10% from a bunch of 
topics and use it to learn and apply 
the remaining 90% on their own."
 
Greg MaGee: 
Professor of biblical studies
"It’s easy to shut down early in antic-
ipation of Christmas vacation. Don’t 
let up the effort! Work in groups to 
help keep the motivation level high. 
Make sure you understand each 
question on the study guide, and 
don’t hesitate to reach out to me if 
something is unclear. Study dili-
gently in the days leading up to the 
exam, but try to relax right before 
the exam (last minute cramming 
can be counterproductive if you 
feel frazzled going into the exam)."
Patricia Stan: 
Professor of Chemistry
"Start now. Go to class, listen and partic-
ipate, this is an easy way to start study-
ing for your final. Faculty try to cover 
what is most important in class. Get 
enough sleep – you are sharper and will 
learn in less time if you are well rested. 
Do the most important things first, read 
the chapter and get an overview of the 
terms and concepts before you spend 
a lot of time trying to do that one cal-
culation that will only appear in one or 
two questions on the final. Work with 
a friend and say the content out loud. 
Saying something and forming sen-
tences with meaning about it stores it 
in your brain in a different way than just 
reading. This will help with recall and 
applying information to new problems."
Brad Seeman: 
Professor of philosophy
"The best advice I could give is prob-
ably not what you’re looking for: Stay 
up with the material throughout the 
semester, and seek help early on if 
you’re “fuzzy” about anything in the 
course.  Review periodically. If you’ve 
done that, keep it up and make wise 
choices about sleep, exercise, food, 
and relationships, you’ll be fine."
Jeffrey Sherlock: 
Professor of business
"My #1 piece of advice is “don’t cram.” 
I recommend reading the textbook 
thoroughly and highlighting the rel-
evant points. Then, when you are re-
viewing (not cramming) for the final 
exam you can skim over the highlights 
in the textbook. It is also good to re-
view your notes from the class as well 
as any powerpoints the professor has 
made available during the semester."
Michael Jessup: 
Professor of sociology
"I tell students to be creative, try to 
learn something and make sure I can 
tell you can demonstrate your abili-
ty to wrestle with challenging issues 
and questions. Then we eat togeth-
er, preferably something with bacon!"
Rachel Smith: Professor of art
"The most significant advice I can 
give is to study over a period of time 
instead of waiting to do it all at once 
right before the day of the exam. 
Students need to plan their work 
for Final Exam Week because they 
have a major test or other piece of 
work to present in most if not all of 
their classes in those few days. And 
sometimes those things are concen-
trated in a couple of days instead of 
being spread out over the four days. 
I often see students who have done 
very well throughout the semester 
perform less well on the Final Exam 
because they have not planned for 
this difference. In the Fall semes-
ter, it's also important for students 
to factor in how to get their work 
done in the midst of all of the holi-
day events and end of semester ac-
tivities. It’s hard to say "no" to those 
things. But sometimes it necessary 
to maintain the priority of finish-
ing their academic work well. This 
makes planning their time essential. 
Sleep is essential, of course, but it’s 
also really important to eat well so 
you maintain your energy and fo-
cus. When I have an 8 a.m. exam, 
I often bring some breakfast treats 
to class because so many students 
haven't eaten before they arrive."
Mike Guebert: Professor of 
earth and environmental science
"As always, begin early; do not cram. 
Study within an intentional commu-
nity; that is, work with a small group 
to prepare detailed study notes on 
separate sections, then share your 
notes and explain them to each other."
Peter Krenzke: Professor
of mechanical engineering
"The best way to prepare for final 
exams in my courses is to be en-
gaged in class, take good notes, 
and complete the assigned work 
throughout the full semester."
Mike Severe: Professor of 
Christian educational ministries
"Review notes daily. Ten to twenty 
minutes every day, immediately af-
ter hearing a lecture, is far more ef-
fective than cramming. Drink lots 
of water finals week and take a lit-
tle sugar before the test. I actual-
ly bought a case of Sweetarts when 
I was in college for this purpose. 
Get in a study group, you will study 
longer and fill in gaps you missed.
 
No all nighters! The brain actu-
ally “codes” information learned 
while sleeping. If you skimp sleep 
you will lose much of your study."
Bob Davis: Professor of Physics
"My advice for preparing for exams 
is usually practice, practice, and 
more practice. In my introductory 
physics courses, there is no way for 
a student to see every kind of prob-
lem that might show up on an exam. 
But the more they practice with prob-
lems similar to what will be on the 
exam, I think the better they will do."
More interviews online at:
echo@taylor.edu
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No, there will not be a study guide for this
Students are armed with Chick-fil-A and laptops for their studying sessions.
What to do 




“Nobody really warned about how 
quick sickness travels on campus,” ju-
nior Hailey Smith said. Cooler weath-
er marks the beginning of flu season, 
and it can seem as if everyone has 
been falling sick.
College campuses offer little to no 
space for students to get away. From 
classrooms, to the dining commons, 
to dorms, students are constantly sur-
rounded by other people.
While this creates the perfect envi-
ronment for community, it is also the 
perfect setup for passing illness at a 
rapid rate. For this reason, students 
must take steps toward preventing ill-
ness by implementing daily actions.
Sleep is a rare resource at college, 
but it is also a key factor in maintain-
ing health. Adults ages 18 to 25 require 
a minimum of seven to nine hours of 
sleep a night according to the Nation-
al Sleep Foundation. Failing to meet 
this sleep quota may lead to a sup-
pressed immune system, increasing 
the chance of illness.
Schoolwork, early classes and 
catching up on shows can get in the 
way of sleep schedules. Set a bedtime 
and stick to it as often as possible. 
Only break the bedtime if absolute-
ly necessary. That late-night episode 
is not worth a weekend of tissues 
and coughing.
Food is another contributing fac-
tor. Students who consistently eat an 
unbalanced diet of foods low in nu-
tritional value deprive their bodies of 
the nutrients necessary for fighting 
off infections. The U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) suggests a diet 
consisting of a variety of vegetables, 
fruits, grains, proteins, oils and dairy 
low in fat. Cut down on the intake of 
fatty and sugary foods as they foster 
bacteria growth.
Another leading factor is stress. It 
can be caused by a contribution of 
poor sleep and nutrition as well as a 
heavy workload. Schedule time each 
week to relax, watch a show or spend 
time with friends.
Finally, contact is the means by 
which bacteria enters the body. 
Do not share makeup and Chap-
stick, and clean makeup brushes 
regularly. Sharing sheets and tow-
els should also be avoided as they 
collect bacteria. Avoid contact with 
the mouth, eyes and nose as much 
as possible. Keep hand sanitiz-
er nearby and wash hands before 
eating. Hands should also be san-
itized after sneezing, coughing or 
blowing the nose.
“I hand sanitize a lot,” senior Kath-
erine Gonzales says. “I keep little 
hand sanitizers in my backpack, in 
my purse, and I always hand sanitize 
my hands if I can’t get to the sink. I 
can proudly say I have not been sick 
since freshman year.”
Despite these precautions, avoid-
ance of illness is not guaranteed. 
“Act on any onset of symptoms 
immediately so you can prevent 
contaminating other people,” Gon-
zales urges.
Keep a kit on hand in case sick-
ness strikes. Helpful items include a 
thermometer, cold and flu medicine, 
cough drops, aspirin or its equiva-
lent. Stock up on easy foods such as 
crackers or fruit snacks and keep wa-
ter nearby to stay hydrated.
If symptoms persist, students 
should contact the health center to 
schedule an appointment. Sopho-
more Carson Jacobs said, “The one 
thing I have changed is I don't wait 
to go to the health center any more. 
I've run into the problem twice now 
where I thought I had a minor illness 
and then it turned out to be some-
thing decently serious after get-
ting checked.”
The Upland Health and Diagnos-
tics Center can be contacted by call-
ing (765) 660-7520. Operating hours 
are Monday through Friday from 9 
a.m.–5 p.m.
echo@taylor.edu
A Grant County 
event meets the 
Ghost of Christmas Past
Hope Bolinger
Life & Times Co-Editor
Not too often will the Ghost of 
Christmas Past and Christmas Pres-
ent meet in the same place.
On Dec. 8, for the third year in 
a row, the 105-year-old Hostess 
House will host Dining with Dick-
ens. The event will take visitors 
back to the Victorian Era — 1812–
1870 ( for this particular event) — 
to reminisce upon “A Christmas 
Carol,” by Charles Dickens. Al-
though, according to Ginnie Lake, 
board member of event planning, 
the house was built years after 
Dickens’ time, they decorated the 
three story building with the au-
thor’s works in mind.
“While the House would have 
little in common with the home 
of the Cratchits’, it would be sim-
ilar to Gad’s Hill, Dickens’ home,” 
Lake said.
Along with the ability to admire 
the period decorations of lanterns 
and candles (along with the beau-
tiful woodwork of the old house), 
guests have the opportunity to 
partake in home cooked food that 
Dickens and some of his characters 
would have enjoyed. Lake made sure 
to research the writings of Charles 
Dickens and his daughter, Mary, and 
compiled the described holiday din-
ners into a carte du jour.
According to Lake, the menu will 
include Christmas salad, trifle, roast 
beef with yorkshire pudding, among 
many other items.
In addition to providing Dining 
with Dickens participants with a 
hearty meal, the food may also car-
ry a symbolic importance in Dick-
ens’ works.
Junior Steven Vermillion said, “As 
a champion of the poor and desti-
tute, (Dickens) often uses food as a 
physical indicator abundance (or a 
lack of food as a representation of 
destitution). Being fond of food and 
drink himself, he also frequently 
uses food and drink (particularly 
alcohol) to engender love, familial 
bonds, charity, community, and/
or happiness in the characters that 
partake in the food. He is also not 
unknown to use food imagery in 
his texts.”
The event plans to also provide 
period music by the Madrigal Sing-
ers, directed by LeRoy Ilmer. Ilm-
er, who conducted at the event 
last year, selected a group from the 
Marion Lyric Club, in which he is a 
member, to perform.
See the full article at:
echo@taylor.edu
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Dead before dead week
Party in Marion like its 1817
Turning in health forms to Ayres 







“. . . the first mention of Taylor’s official colors 
appeared on the front page of an edition of 
The Echo from 1914!”
President passes new purple palette
Connor Scott‏  @connorscott___
Fairly certain that only about 30% 
of campus hated Broho caroling 
this year. Thank you for your 
tolerance yet again! #tayloru
Emily Rose Little‏ @EmRoseL14
When the fried fish looks like a 
chicken strip, you just close your 
eyes and pretend it is. #Tayloru
Sarah Wright‏ @sarah_wright15 
the staircases in reade will forever 
stress me out #tayloru
Jason Hiegel‏ @Hiegel_Eagle  
PSA that should have been 
uttered long ago: I’M SORRY FOR 
WHAT I DID WHEN I WAS WITH 
BROHO #TaylorU
Michael Snyder‏ @slorzdevoi  
I have more dining dollars than 
I do real dollars in my bank 
account #tayloru
Graham Brown‏ @MrBrown_CanMoo
I just submitted my student 
teaching portfolio. I bet this is 
how the Polynesians felt after 
they finished the Easter Island 
heads. #tayloru #socloseyetsofar
Emily Wallace‏  @EmilyGrace4206
Is it sad that I'm excited about 
my university's new web print 
interface? #tayloru
Becca Robb‏  @becca_robb
Today I became a true American: I 
ate my very first Twinkie. Thanks, 
@GrubbyC #tayloru
Jack McNeil‏  @jack_mac34
I just finished an 8 page paper 2 
weeks before it was due.. what 
has #tayloru done to me?@kinwellacademy
Big SO to Third West Wengatz @tayloruniv for showing up to play 
last night. Kinwell lost 55-49 but we are very proud of our boys for 
playing hard and thankful to play against a great team. #tayloru
@tayloruniv
“And a little child shall lead them.” #TaylorU #Advent
@poehsi
Forever 3rd English Hall’s Girl! #wewearpinkonwednesdays 
#tayloru #englishhall
@michaelagrace77
I may not be a bona fide theater kid but it breaks my heart that this 
is the last #tayloru show that I get to work on. Thanks for the laughs 
and the tears and the incredible beauty of each and every show.
Gerig Hall puts on 
annual end-of-year 
open house with a twist
Rayce Patterson
Staff Writer
As the semester winds down and finals 
draw closer and closer, there are few 
opportunities for students to escape 
from their studies and take a breath. 
One opportunity that does exist is the 
Gerig Christmas open house, which 
was held on Tuesday, November 28.
While most open houses that hap-
pen during the end of the fall semester 
revolve around the upcoming holi-
days, Gerig put a spin on the tradition-
al festivities by using a summer theme 
instead. They named it “July in Christ-
mas” after popular summer, Christmas 
in July, parties.
“It’s in the middle of winter that 
we’re doing it,” sophomore Samantha 
Barrett said. “I just want it to be sum-
mer when it’s winter, so it’s kind of nice 
to have that break.”
Gerig’s open house was held in both 
the lobby and on the fourth floor. In 
the lobby, attendees could partici-
pate in hula dancing, make crafts, 
play yard games and dress up in sum-
mer attire and take pictures. There was 
also a place to grab snacks and Hawai-
ian-themed drinks.
If guests were willing to climb to 
the fourth floor of Gerig, they would 
be greeted by FOSO’s Christmas tradi-
tion, an event they call Sumo Santa.
“We line the floors and walls with 
mattresses, donated from FOSO beds, 
and have someone dressed up as San-
ta and wrestle anyone who challeng-
es them, which is a blast,” sophomore 
David Fletcher said.
Gerig’s open house is put on by a 
committee of PAs and other mem-
bers of the Gerig community that 
are interested in helping plan the all-
floor open house. According to Fletch-
er, the PAs are required to be on the 
committee because they have knowl-
edge of what is realistic for each floor. 
The PAs then recruit other floor mem-
bers to the committee who “would be 
good creative leaders and helping us 
get things done.”
Junior Jenny Nelson has been on 
the planning committee for the last 
two years. She enjoys it because she 
helps plan the event and consult 
with others on good ideas for the 
open house.
“It’s always fun to think of different 
ideas and bounce off of each other 
about what you can possibly do,” Nel-
son said. “It gives me an opportunity 
if I do have an idea to be able to say it.”
Inhabitants of Gerig understand 
other students don’t often visit, and 
those students don’t really understand 
Gerig culture. The Gerig Christmas 
open house provides a unique oppor-
tunity for people to visit Gerig and get 
a taste of who they are as a dorm.
“The Gerig Christmas open house is 
a place where people can come from 
all over campus and get to see Gerig,” 
said Barrett. “It’s nice to invite all of 




color changes mean 
for the Taylor community
Hannah Stumpf
Life & Times Co-Editor
If you frequent the Taylor book-
stores, you may have noticed a grad-
ual change in merchandise. Not only 
does this have to do with the chang-
ing of the seasons, but Taylor Univer-
sity has officially changed the purple. 
The University's colors have been pur-
ple and gold for as long as anyone can 
remember. In fact, the first mention 
of Taylor’s official colors appeared on 
the front page of an edition of The 
Echo from 1914! However, the partic-
ular shade of purple has changed over 
the years.
Who decides this change, though? 
Is it students, administration or 
sports teams? In reality, the answer 
is hazy, and happens to be a mixture 
of these and other factors.
Steve Richardson, the Campus 
Store Manager, explained the situa-
tion more in-depth: “Taylor establish-
es the color standards, which sets the 
benchmark for merchandising. Teams 
and departments make requests for 
specific items and we do our best to 
get those in stock. We also anticipate 
what departments will order and car-
ry those in stock so there is minimal 
average lead time for bulk orders.”
Students and visitors’ purchasing 
power also plays a role. Richardson 
and his staff notice trends in which 
colors and styles are most popular. 
The bookstore prioritizes to vendors 
that best match the school's colors. 
This ensures merchandise comes as 
close to the current purple as possi-
ble. The new color (blue-purple as op-
posed to red-purple) is more common 
among vendors. With the past colors 
it was difficult to find merchandise 
that matched well, hence the variety 
in the shades of purple merchandise 
available in the bookstore.
This variety may play into the cus-
tomer's’ favor. The bookstore is plan-
ning on discounting the  products 
with the old color scheme in order to 
make room for new product. Taylor 
merchandise is always on any student 
or alumni’s Christmas list.
Ultimately, though, the decision 
came from the office of newly-in-
dicted university president, Low-
ell Haines.
Ben Wehling, university’s executive 
director of marketing for five years, 
confirmed the new President’s deci-
sion. The old purple was inconsistent 
to produce. “It often became brown 
and it was supposed to be quote on 
quote ‘purple’. When people think 
of the color purple they all think dif-
ferent thoughts. But our current, the 
new purple, is closer, I think, to what 
a majority of people would consid-
er quote on quote ‘purple’ versus the 
old color.”
The previous shade was a very dif-
ficult color to present consistently 
unless using a pantone. One meth-
od, CMYK, or using multiple colors 
to create one color, varied it its final 
presentation of the old purple. Using 
multiple colors to create the previous 
purple did not translate well to the 
university's website.
How fast will the changes in color 
occur? Already steps are being taken 
to phase out the old purple.
“It (the change) happened to come 
to us at a good time where we were 
updating a lot of our marketing ma-
terials,” said. “So we just switched 
the color. We can do that too with 
the web presence, but we are sort of 
in transition with anything in design 
that will have the new purple on it. I 
know there are some high-visibility 
thing, pole banners for instance, that 
we wanted to go ahead and make 
that change.”
Predictions are that this slow “phaze 
out” of the old purple will not cost 
more in the long run than it would 
be to keep ordering inconsistent mar-
keting materials and merchandise.
echo@taylor.edu
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Sumo wrestling 
with Santa in Gerig
President passes 
new purple palette
Students congregate  
by a beverage station.
Are you looking for an exciting night on the 
town? Or an amazing pick-a-date?
Come to an Indiana Pacers game with 
friends, family or a significant other.
Contact David Williams at david_williams2@taylor.edu  




From the moment God breathed 
into man, we’ve each had a voice. 
What we choose to do with that 
voice is our decision. Taylor Chorale 
and Sounds have chosen to use their 
voices to bring praise this Christ-
mas season through the platform of 
Sing Noel tomorrow night in Rediger 
Chapel at 7:30 p.m.
This free event is filled with sing-
ing, dancing and many more tiny 
surprises included. Good music can 
draw both a tear and a laugh in the 
same performance, and this is what 
Chorale and Sounds are attempting 
to produce.
“I always look forward to Sing Noel 
because it helps us transition into the 
Christmas season,” said JoAnn Redi-
ger, director of choral ensembles at 
Taylor. “We get to start working on 
the music in October, and when the 
performance finally comes, it’s a cele-
bration that we truly enjoy giving. We 
let it happen at Sing Noel with stu-
dents and local children and lots of 
parents and faculty.”
Student guests such as sophomore 
Steven Christophersen, who will be 
playing clarinet, and senior Clara 
Loisch, who will be playing flute, add 
to the excitement and energy of the 
performance. Dances in songs like the 
“Celtic French Carol” also bring an ex-
tra aspect to Sing Noel.
Twelve songs will be performed in 
total, and both Chorale and Sounds 
will sing “We Three Kings” together. 
Chorale is made up of a larger group 
of students, whereas Sounds is small-
er and works faster on music and 
sings mostly a cappella.
“There is the Chorale sound, and 
there is the Sounds sound,” said se-
nior Ross DeLong, member of Sounds.
With lots of hard work since October, 
each performer has their own favorite 
and least favorite aspect of Sing Noel. 
Junior Micah Meleski, member and 
one of the officers in Chorale, enjoys 
the message, emotion and musicality 
of the music, but he also recognizes 
that this is a large time commitment. 
DeLong, on the other hand, finds that 
the hardest thing is the pressure that 
comes with trying to live up to such a 
long standing tradition.
Sing Noel has been a Taylor tradi-
tion for the past 20 years. Normally 
it’s held right after the Christmas 
Banquet in the Hodson Dining Com-
mons, where the students dress in for-
mal attire and celebrate Christmas 
with friends and food. This year, the 
Christmas banquet was moved to the 
week after Sing Noel, but the perfor-
mance will be just as much a tradition 
as it has been in the past. Junior Lind-
say Couvion, member of Chorale and 
Sounds, understands how important 
this is to Taylor.
“There is a legacy,” Couvion said. 
“The thing I love about Sing Noel is 
that you cannot be bored. Nobody can 
fall asleep in this choral performance, 
which is kind of the opposite of what 
some people think choir is. Really it 
is music from all over the world. We 
try to do a lot of different genres. Ev-
ery year there are people speaking dif-
ferent languages, popping out of the 
woodwork it feels like sometimes. 
It’s really lively, and that’s definitely a 
hard part for us because we have to 
make it lively and keep up the energy. 
It’s a really fun burden to bear. I just 
love Sing Noel so much.”
Continued on Page 7
A Sing Noel performance from years ago. Director of Choral  
Ensembles JoAnn Rediger has been directing Sing Noel for 20 years. 
It is widely considered the most fes-
tive time of year.
Christmas is when twinkling 
lights, tinsel, images of Santa and 
other f lashy decorations cover 
walls and ceilings. It is the time of 
year for Christmas songs and a hol-
iday special or two on TV.
What about the rest of the world?
Christina Kim: South Korea
Because Christmas is such a mas-
sive piece of the winter season in 
America, it is hard to imagine it 
being even slightly toned down. 
However, according to sophomore 
Christina Kim, Christmas may be a 
big deal in South Korea, but not as 
big as in the United States.
For Kim, who grew up in a Chris-
tian home, Christmas was always 
spent in church. She says that most 
of the hymns the church members 
would sing were the same songs 
sung in American churches.
“We sing hymns, but most of them 
are the same,” Kim said. “So, if you 
sing ‘Jingle Bells,’ then it would be 
sung in Korean. Like, all the melo-
dies and all the lyrics are the same, 
it’s just that we sing it in Korean.”
Rachel Yan: China
Christmas time in America 
brings Rudolph, Charlie Brown and 
several other characters to our liv-
ing rooms through television spe-
cials. Freshman Rachel Yan, who is 
from China, said television specials 
are not played where she is from. 
Yan said while there may be Christ-
mas-themed episodes of existing 
shows, that is the extent of Christ-
mas on the small screen in China.
As for any seasonal music, it is 
all translations of American songs. 
In some cases, the songs are not 
even translated into Chinese, but 
are sung in English.
“Honestly, ‘Jingle Bells’ goes both 
ways,” Yan said. “We do English ver-
sion and Chinese version. People 
fairly know those kinds of songs 
because it’s so popular here. . . . I 
think it’s probably because of the 
American movies and the Ameri-
can shows, like we do a lot of that.”
Most of the Christmas songs in 
China are secular. Yan says this is 
because Christmas is not celebrat-
ed as the birth of Christ, but as time 
for gifts and family.
Becca Williamson: Honduras
In Honduras, there is no tradi-
tional art or music for Christmas. 
The only Christmas music is Amer-
ican music translated into Spanish. 
Similarly, lights, garlands, wreaths 
and lawn decorations are not used.
Junior Becca Williamson, a mis-
sionary kid who lived in Honduras for 
most of her life, thinks this has to do 
with the country’s economic status.
“When you’re focusing on surviv-
al and food and stuff like that, you 
don’t have time to develop different 
arts and music traditions for holi-
days and stuff because you’re more 
thinking about, ‘How are we gonna 
buy the food that we’re gonna have 
for Christmas?’” Williamson said.
In Honduras, Christmas revolves 
much more around the family and 
fellowship at the dinner table.
 Daniel Gerber: Ethiopia
“Gena,” the Ethiopian celebration 
of Christmas, falls on Jan. 7 due to 
their national calendar. As nationals 
buy new white colored clothing, “our 
version of snow,” as freshman, Dan-
iel Gerber calls it, children stream to 
Sing Noel Comes to Town
Photograph provided by JoAnn Rediger
Rylie Harrison and 
Abigail Roberts
Staff Writer and A&E Editor
Shout to the Lord, all the earth
Grace Hooley 
Staff Writer
Sing Noel has been known to feature  
a mix of songs from around the world.
Photograph provided by JoAnn Rediger
Sing Noel and all  
that it has become
the streets banging on sticks cov-
ered in bottle tops and singing hol-
iday songs.
“The adults love it,” Gerber said as 
he remembered singing in the streets 
as a kid. “They open up their doors, 
pull out their chairs and listen to 
them, giving them ‘dabo,’ Ethiopian 
bread, and money, a lot of money 
and a lot of ‘dabo.’”Rather than cel-
ebrating for just one day, Ethiopian 
Christmas lasts all week. Part of their 
holiday sound is the hustle and bus-
tle of the “agora.” The marketplace 
swarms with shoppers buying goats, 
sheep and specifically chickens for 
their national dish, “doro wat.”
One of their traditional holiday 
foods, “doro wat” is chicken cooked 
in an Ethiopian sauce with hard 
boiled eggs and onions and eaten 
with “injera,” Ethiopian bread. The 
secret to “doro wat” is the “ber-
bere” spice blend, bright red and 
spicy hot.“In Ethiopia we don’t have 
Christmas trees or lights like here 
in America,” Gerber said. “We also 
don’t give gifts, for us our gifts are 
our new white clothes, the freedom 
to sing and dance outside as a kid 
and the delicious food shared and 
time with family.”
Danya Dean: Bahamas
In the Bahamas, on Christmas 
day, Dec. 25, extended family gath-
ers to eat a large meal together. 
They cover the table with dish-
es such as conch salad, luper, all 
types of seafood and a traditional 
dish known as “guava duff,” a gua-
va-filled, boiled, spiral dessert.
However, the real party begins the 
day after Christmas, Boxing Day, the 
minute the clock strikes midnight. Ba-
hamians dressed up in thousands of 
coordinated costumes fill the streets 
for “Junkanoo,” a vibrant street pa-
rade, food festival and carnival all in 
one. The music, lights and costumes 
are an art form in and of themselves.
“It is one of the most important 
things in our culture,” said senior 
Danya Dean. “People spend all year 
preparing for it.”
Dean remembers the year her 
group’s theme was carnival. She went 
dressed as a concession stand and 
“rushed” the street for hours. “Rush-
ing” is the unforgettable moment all 
the participants take to the streets. 
“Junkanoo” usually goes from 2-10 
a.m., proving that Bahamians truly 
know how to celebrate.
echo@taylor.edu
(L to R) Sophomore Imani Muya, freshman Maya Laytham, freshman  
Usha Kc, junior Samuel Thomas, junior Amish Mishra and freshman Mariana  
Pratas gather with other students from around the world at “Welcome the MESA.”
Photograph by Abigail Roberts
Take a photo of your dorm room, floor, friend or cabinet’s Christmas tree and email it to us!
The debate for when to put the Christmas record  
 on is over, the holiday is here! Crank out a few of  
 our staff ’s favorite Christmas songs to get you  
 through this last week of classses.
1. “Oh Santa!” by Mariah Carey
2. “One More Sleep” by Leona Lewis
3. “Christmas Eve” by the Trans Siberian Orchestra
4. The entire Justin Bieber Christmas Album
5. “All I want for Christmas” Soulja Boy remix
6. Simply Christmas Album by Leslie Odom Jr.
7.   Songs for Christmas Album by Sufjan Stevens
   8.   A Very She & Him Christmas Album 
        by She & Him
      9.   Beach Boys’ Christmas Album 
       10.   “Winter Song” by Head and the Heart
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You are freezing, and you’ve nev-
er been pressed up against so many 
strangers in crazy costumes in your 
life. All this for a basketball game?
Not just any basketball game.
Silent Night is one of Taylor Univer-
sity’s most famous and highly antici-
pated traditions. This year, junior film 
major Landry Long hopes to bring an 
exciting opening video to the event.
In 2016, Long produced a music vid-
eo for Silent Night, which played be-
fore the start of the game. This year, 
he’s doing it again and planning on 
going bigger in every way.
“We have a chorus, we have a story 
to the music video now,” Long said. 
“So really (we are) just adding every 
possible element we can.”
That includes a large roster of mu-
sical talent, which features the Taylor 
Gospel Choir.
Kristen Miyakawa, a junior graphic 
design major, described the roles of 
the musical cast.
“In the song, we have a bunch of 
different guys who are each rap-
ping their own verse of the song, 
and then I sing the choruses,” Miya-
kawa said. “And then we also have 
the Gospel Choir doing some back-
up vocals. It’s kind of a combina-
tion of telling a story and just a lot 
of hype and excitement, dancing 
and going crazy.”
In addition to several Taylor students, 
rap and hip-hop artist Blake Whiteley 
and rapper Mark Battles will join the 
ensemble, adding a professional touch 
to the already massive production.
Of course, a music video needs 
people to fill it. Several Taylor 
groups appear in the video, includ-
ing POMS, the men’s and women’s 
basketball teams, the cheer team 
and the Gospel Choir. Senior Max 
Partain, who is cinematographer 
and editor for the project, even 
teased the appearance of  Taylor 
President Emeritus Jay Kesler.
“We’re trying to get as many peo-
ple on campus involved as we can to 
get the best production value we can,” 
Partain said.
With so many moving parts, such 
a project may seem overwhelming. 
However, Long said the process has 
been a fun opportunity.
“The only reason we do it is to get to 
hang out with each other and to have 
fun,” Long said. “Yeah, the views on 
YouTube are cool and stuff, but I’ve 
learned that the views kind of become 
irrelevant whenever you’re doing it 
because you care about it.”
Partain, who has collaborated with 
Long before, praised him for his ded-
ication and expressed how much fun 
he has had working on the video.
Similarly, Miyakawa has worked 
with both Long and Partain on film 
projects before. She had nothing but 
good things to say about the process.
“Those two guys are good friends of 
mine, and I love working with them, 
and it’s a really fun process,” Miyaka-
wa said. “I think a lot of times this 
kind of thing can be really tedious. 
But with this group of people, it’s been 
just a blast.”
Long’s music video will premiere 
before the Silent Night game at 6 p.m. 
on Dec. 8 in Odle Arena.
echo@taylor.edu
Sing Noel continued from Page 6
Couvion believes this performance 
has music for everyone to enjoy. What 
many might not know is that this mu-
sic begins in Toledo, Ohio, where Re-
diger thoughtfully chooses each song.
Rediger spends two days looking 
through the best music scores for uni-
versity-level choirs. When she feels 
that she has found a piece that could 
work, she considers it for Sing Noel.
“I pray and meditate and hear the 
music in my head as I look through 
hundreds of scores, spread out on 
the floor,” Rediger said. “I listen to 
recordings … and when a piece of 
music moves me, I know it will move 
our student singers and finally, it will 
move audiences. Knowing the music 
is good and the words are meaning-
ful, we go to work in rehearsal, mem-
orizing and shaping and honing and 
expressing until we’ve achieved a 
high standard of performance. That’s 
when we get out of the way and the 
Spirit ministers to people. That’s the 
goal and process and tradition we’ve 
developed over 20 years.”
Over the years, as people have come 
and gone in Sounds and Chorale, the 
level of excellence hasn’t changed ac-
cording to Couvion. The Sounds and 
Chorale work hard to live into the 
tradition that Sing Noel has become, 
and everyone involved is excited to 
see what this year brings.
Voices are incredible mysteries. 
From intonation to accents, there 
is always something new to discov-
er within a voice. Voices can also be 
used to build up or break down, and it 
might just be time for some building 
up. The final song in the performance, 
“All Is Well,” portrays this very point.
“(In) our finishing song ‘All Is Well,’ 
I’ve stifled back some tears when 
we’ve sung it in rehearsal sometimes 
because it’s just true that, after all of 
the crazy things that have been hap-
pening this year, that we can still at 
the end of the year sing that all is well 
and believe that wholeheartedly,” De-
Long said.
echo@taylor.edu
T R A N S I T I O N 
TO 
N U R S I N G 
AT  I N D I A N A  W E S L E YA N  U N I V E R S I T Y 
If you currently hold a bachelor’s degree in 
another field from any accredited institution of 
higher learning and are interested in becoming 
a nurse, then the Indiana Wesleyan University 
Transition to Nursing program is for you! This 
accelerated program offers you the opportunity 
to become a nurse in just 14 months.
Find out more by emailing rita.duchane@indwes.edu
or call 765-677-2431
Film major brings a hip-hop vibe to Silent Night
Student to debut 




Photography provided by Landry Long
Above: Junior Landry Long (front center) and his team pose for a light-hearted photo.
Top right: Editor and senior Max Partain hard at work.
Bottom right: Junior Kristen Miyakawa returned for another project with her friend junior Landry Long.
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“‘Gena,’ the Ethiopian celebration of Christmas, 
falls on Jan. 7 due to their national calendar. As 
nationals buy new white colored clothing, ‘our 
version of snow,’ as freshman, Daniel Gerber 
calls it . . .”




Join the campus discussion by submitting your own letter-to-the-editor (max. 300 words) or guest column 
(max. 600 words) to andrew_hoff@taylor.edu by Tuesday at midnight. Word limits will be enforced. Let-
ters or guest columns exceeding these word limits will either be edited to length by the Opinions page editor 
or the writer may be given the opportunity to do so, at the Opinions page editor’s sole discretion. Please in-
clude a headshot photo of yourself. The Echo only accepts submisions from current faculty, staff or students.
Anything you’d like to add?
December 1, 2017
“Throughout history, it’s been the outsiders to a group 
of people that see that group’s problems most clearly.”
Yes, chapel needs grounding, but keep it online
So you’re interested . . .“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, 
or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to 
petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”









‘Our theological starting 
point is God Himself ’
Photograph by Andrew Hoff
Chapel is an essential part of communal worship here at Taylor.
Furthering the 
conversation on  
the purposes of chapel
Kevin Diller
Faculty Contributor   
I want to thank 
Campus Pastor 
Jon Cavana-




ber chapel on 
chapel. I found it to be, as Rev. Cava-
nagh hoped, both inspirational and 
informative. I appreciated the moving 
testimonies of God’s work through 
chapel and the helpful reminders of 
our chapel program’s carefully framed 
purpose and guiding principles.
In my view, our gathering for wor-
ship three times a week is vital to 
the connection and cohesion of our 
community. Many things could be 
removed from Taylor, and Taylor as 
we know it would continue to exist. 
The chapel program, however, is in-
dispensable to our life together and 
integral to our educational mission. 
From generations past to the pres-
ent, many testify to the transforma-
tive ways God has used TU chapel and 
worked through those who have par-
ticipated in it.
I also appreciate Professor Richard 
Smith’s exhortation for us to work to-
gether to clarify the “theological ratio-
nale” for all we do. I take that to mean, 
clarifying those thoughts about God 
that guide and motivate chapel and 
everything else we do at Taylor. A. W. 
Tozer was known for his reminders 
that the most important and pivotal 
question is always about God. The rev-
elation of God in Christ should drive 
our thoughts, feelings and actions.
I think there is value in undertak-
ing the communal reflection that 
Smith commends. It also seems worth 
considering some of the theological 
grounding that is already in place and 
presupposed by our existing chapel 
program. In my comments here I’d 
like to suggest that we are fundamen-
tally a worshipping community and 
that fact has important theological 
implications. I don’t intend my com-
ments to preempt further discussion 
and debate. I hope that they offer a 
helpful perspective that encourages a 
receptive engagement with God and 
others in chapel and throughout our 
learning community.
My thesis is that even to begin to 
do theological reflection, we must al-
ready be a worshipping community; 
and, to be a worshipping community, 
we must be animated and captivated 
by the beauty of God. Our theologi-
cal starting point is not our “words 
about God” (theo-logy). Our theo-
logical starting point is God Himself 
— the triune God who gives Himself 
in Christ to be worshipped, trusted 
and adored.
One of the things we were remind-
ed of in that October meta-chapel 
was that the purpose of chapel is to 
provide “a setting in which commu-
nity members gather to participate 
in Christ-centered worship.” I’m sure 
it surprised no one to hear that wor-
ship is part of chapel, but it is signifi-
cant that, in the minds of our chapel 
organizers, gathering our community 
for worship is the primary purpose of 
all of chapel.
I think we should appreciate the 
broad, undergirding notion of wor-
ship conveyed here. In the view of our 
chapel organizers, worship includes 
not only what happens in the first 10 
minutes when we unite our voices in 
worship music. Christ-centered wor-
ship is that which fosters all the other 
aspirations for the chapel experience: 
“spiritual formation, the integration 
of biblical truth and faith with learn-
ing and life and a thoughtful response 
to needs and opportunities.”
There is a history and culture at 
Taylor of thinking of worship as en-
compassing all aspects of the Chris-
tian life. I have always admired 
Professor Jeff Cramer’s insistence on 
this. One of the stated desired out-
comes of the Foundations course is 
that “students would begin to un-
derstand, value and desire to engage 
their Christian liberal arts education 
as an act of worship.”
Worship is central to who we are, to 
our covenanted life together. In con-
nection with Smith’s ideas, we can 
ask: what are the theological presup-
positions of Christian worship?
Jonathan Edwards, arguably the 
greatest American theologian, saw 
that worship of God is motivated by 
our being captivated by — in fact par-
ticipating in — the beauty of God. We 
are by nature worshippers. However, 
we are mostly idolaters; we are often 
fixated on shallow pleasures that can-
not sustain our beings. To be capti-
vated by God’s beauty we must be 
transformed by our union with Christ 
that enlivens our affections for what 
is truly good.
It is the doctrines of the trinity and 
incarnation, so prominent in our 
statement of faith and in the guiding 
principles of chapel, which are fun-
damental to worship. We become ca-
pable of authentic worship only as we 
are drawn into the fellowship of the 
Trinity by the power of our union with 
the incarnate Christ.
Where our worship is genuine — 
where it is not a show we put on for 
those around us, nor merely time 
passed with friends — it is a response 
to the grace of God enlivening us to 
I wholehearted-




o u t l i n e d  a 
game plan to 
give theological 
grounding to our chapel program and 
education — except one thing.
He suggested that chapel services 
should no longer be broadcast and 
stored online in order to focus “on 
the spiritual needs and edification 
of those who are actually at Taylor.” 
While his argument makes rational 
sense, no longer posting the videos 
would be detrimental in several ways. 
First, and most importantly, if 
the university limits the chapel 
‘All it takes is 10 
seconds of courage’
Rae J. Kinsel
Contributor   
There seems to 
be an unspoken 






ting to a lifelong relationship. I am 
writing to say that this is not truth.
At times, there may be that person 
who catches your attention (often, 
this happens when we are purposely 
avoiding a relationship). Whether it 
be due to her genuine interest in phi-
losophy or his incredible taste in mu-
sic, we are suddenly intrigued by this 
person. Our curiosity is piqued, and 
whenever we see said person, the 
adrenaline pumps: sentences lose all 
semblance of structure, hearts patter 
wildly out of control, etc. etc.
Should feelings of attraction arise, 
there are a couple of common re-
sponses here at Taylor.
One: Shove down your chemical 
impulses and ignore the situation 
(and that person) entirely. Pretend 
that there is no attraction whatsoev-
er and run in the opposite direction.
Two: Passively signal the person 
of your interest. What does this look 
like in practice? Well, there is what 
I call the ‘cool guy walk-by’ in which 
you intentionally enter into their 
line of vision, making certain they 
notice your presence without actu-
ally having to approach them. Of-
ten, the ‘braver’ among us will even 
strategically converse with a friend 
in proximity to our person of inter-
est in hopes they see us.
These are understandable 
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experience to only those physical-
ly seated in the room, outside par-
ties could no longer hold the school, 
or its speakers, accountable for its 
teaching. 
A family would be foolish for re-
fusing to attend church because they 
figure they can interpret the Bible on 
their own. Similarly, if Taylor officials 
were to no longer make chapel vid-
eos (or other documentation) publicly 
available, they would be saying to the 
wider Christian community: “We got 
this. We can interpret the Bible and 
discuss modern trends perfectly by 
ourselves. We don’t need your input.”
Throughout history, it’s been the 
outsiders to a group of people that see 
that group’s problems most clearly. 
Paul, after hearing reliable accounts 
or visiting a congregation himself, of-
ten told those congregations to cease 
incorrect or harmful teaching. Taylor 
should not shut out those willing to 
rebuke the institution in love.
Second, it would prevent students 
like me who are spending a semester 
abroad or off-campus from participat-
ing in our thrice-weekly gatherings. 
Third, some students in Upland 
who are sick or can’t make it to chapel 
choose to watch the videos instead. 
There are also highly-motivated (or 
highly-confused) students who sit 
through chapel but want to listen to 
the message again to better under-
stand the speaker’s points. The You-
Tube videos allow them to do so.
— Cassidy Grom, senior
methods, and 99 percent of us have 
tried at least one if not all of them. 
However, these endeavors are almost 
always fruitless, draining and cycli-
cal. They tend to be responses based 
out of fear: fear of rejection, the loss 
of control, change in plans, etc. And 
as a person who often operates from 
a fear-driven mindset, I can tell you 
with confidence that allowing fear to 
dictate your thoughts and actions is 
crippling and exhausting. In one of 
the most empowering quotes I have 
come across, Sheryl Sandberg writes, 
“So please ask yourself: What would 
I do if I weren’t afraid? And then go 
do it.”
In practical application, there is 
no right answer or equation for what 
comes next. Every situation is differ-
ent just as every person is different. 
But I believe in being honest, direct 
and embracing the moment. This 
means figuring out what it is that you 
want (whether through internalizing 
or processing with a friend) and act-
ing on it — even if you don’t know 
what you want beyond a get-to-know-
you date. It is perfectly acceptable to 
take things one step at a time. Shar-
ing a meal or coffee does not mean 
you have committed to a serious re-
lationship. If after a couple dates you 
realize that this person may be better 
suited as a friend, you have the right 
to keep things platonic. However, if 
you decide to keep it platonic, com-
municate that fact clearly.
Perhaps most importantly, it is cru-
cial to remember that another per-
son’s thoughts and actions do not 
determine your value. In the midst of 
raging thoughts and emotions, it is 
easy to place your worth in the hands 
of someone else. Please don’t. No hu-
man is capable of safely holding your 
ultimate satisfaction and fulfillment.
Now, if someone asks you out, you 
have every right to say no. However, 
I would argue that most everyone de-
serves a first date. It is a privilege to 
get to know someone, and it is like-
ly that, after a get-to-know-you date, 
you will be walking away with a new 
friend on some level. Also, be hon-
ored. Someone found you interest-
ing enough to pursue. Please don’t 
take that lightly.
Do not hear me saying that roman-
tic relationships are the epitome of 
success or happiness. Being in a rela-
tionship is a wonderful thing, but be-
ing single is equally so. The objective 
of this article is to help put words to 
the unspoken tensions most of us ex-
perience at one point or another and 
develop a loose system to follow in-
stead of playing passive games.
All it takes is 10 seconds of courage.
“Why not go out on a limb? That’s 
where the fruit is.” — Mark Twain
echo@taylor.edu
Yes, chapel needs grounding, but keep it online
Illustration provided by Jacie Smeltzer
Passive signaling is fruitless, draining and cyclical; we need directness and honesty.
the beauty of God. Few theologians 
put this more articulately than James 
B. Torrance. Consider this descrip-
tion from his magnum opus, “Wor-
ship, Community and the Triune God 
of Grace”:
Christian worship is . . . our par-
ticipation through the Spirit in the 
Son’s communion with the Father, in 
his vicarious life of worship and in-
tercession. It is our response to our 
Father for all that he has done for 
us in Christ. It is our self-offering in 
body, mind and spirit, in response to 
the one true offering made for us in 
Christ, our response of gratitude (eu-
charistia) to God’s grace (charis), our 
sharing by grace in the heavenly inter-
cession of Christ (p. 15).
So, the presupposition of Christian 
worship is the grace of God’s radiat-
ing beauty opening us up to receive 
new life.
I have been encouraged that in all 
the questions that have been raised 
about chapel, I have never sensed a 
move toward cynicism or an inten-
tion to withdraw. If some of the theo-
logical presuppositions of worship 
described here are correct, we really 
can place our confidence in God, and 
move forward striving together to see 
God more clearly and by His strength-
ening to respond to Him more fully.
Is the chapel program achieving 
its goals? It’s a good question that I 
know the chapel organizers are con-
stantly asking. I am enriched each 
week through chapel; but, let’s rec-
ognize that no program can by itself 
achieve the kinds of aspirations we 
have for chapel. The goals of chapel 
are greatly dependent on God’s work 
and our yielding to that work in and 
with each other.
Advent is about to begin — the time 
we celebrate God’s becoming human 
so that we can have a participation in 
the beauty of divine communion. It 
is also the time we celebrate our be-
ing grafted together to share in God’s 
beauty with brothers and sisters in 
Christ’s body. Bill Ringenberg, the 
greatest living historian of Taylor, re-
cently observed: “The center of the 
Taylor world view has always been the 
incarnational idea that God has come 
to us in Christ. It is from this base that 
we have gathered together in an in-
tentional community to pursue the 
truth about God and His world.”
Corporate worship, the first giv-
en priority of our chapel program, is 
predicated on the theology of advent 
— the theology of the incarnation. I 
think this is what sustains us, even 
when a particular chapel is not ev-
erything we might want it to be. We 
share real communion in Christ. Ev-
ery time we gather, we have an op-
portunity to open ourselves up to 
receive from God with and through 
each other.
The opinions expressed in guest col-
umns represent the views of the author, 
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Women’s cross country 




With broken records and stunning 
times, the Taylor men’s and women’s 
cross country teams have returned 
from the NAIA National Champion-
ships, with the women taking 5th place 
and the men finishing in 17th.
“We raced with courage and con-
viction,” women’s head coach Quinn 
White said. “We wanted to use our 
gifts to the fullest and leave the 
course making our Lord smile and 
our school proud.”
All-American freshman Sarah Hard-
en had a spectacular performance in 
the 5K race, finishing with a stunning 
time of 18:00.0.
Not only was this the fastest indi-
vidual time on the team this season, 
but it is also the third fastest ever seen 
in Taylor’s history, behind redshirt ju-
nior Alex Berends and alumni Lolly 
York (’07).
Harden finished in twenty-third 
place out of 338 runners and was the 
second highest placing freshman in 
the race.
Junior Mae Elizabeth Gimre also 
had a very strong race, finishing in 
34th place with a time of 18:12.
Harden shared that the source of 
their success was simply believing 
in themselves and knowing that they 
were capable of running well.
Another factor that led to the team’s 
success was the absence of watches. 
White instructed the team to run with-
out wearing watches so they could focus 
on competing for place instead of time.
The women’s team finished with an 
overall time of 92:31, setting a school 
record by 18 seconds.
In the men’s 8K race, senior Stephen 
Cho led with an incredible 25-second 
personal record of 25:19. This is the 
top individual time on the men’s team 
this season.
Senior Joe Beamish shared that the 
team was more excited about Cho’s 
accomplishment than anything else.
“He’s been extremely focused and 
left no stone unturned this sea-
son,” Beamish said. “He executed the 
race perfectly.”
Beamish also had a strong perfor-
mance himself, finishing with a sea-
son record of 26:20.
“I left it all out there for the boys and 
Coach,” Beamish said. “It was a good 
way to go out, by scoring well for TU 
one last time in XC.”
As they conclude the season, the 
teams will be losing 10 senior runners: 
three from the women’s team and sev-
en from the men’s.
Beamish shared that he is extreme-
ly grateful for his time with Taylor 
Cross Country and for the dedication 
of men’s head coach Lance Vander-
berg. He finished by saying he believes 
the team will excel even more in fu-
ture years.
“Our team faced adversity this sea-
son and became stronger in the pro-
cess,” Vanderberg said. “It was exciting 
to see our program continue to move 
forward with our fourth top-20 finish 
in four years.”
White also said that he is very proud 
of the cross country program. 
“They have represented our school 
with excellence all season,” White said. 
Crowe and Trojans shoot lights out
Men’s basketball defeats 
Spring Arbor 90–82 to 
rebound from first loss
Justin Chapman
Sports Editor
After receiving their first loss, Taylor’s 
men’s basketball team bounced back to 
get the better of Spring Arbor this past 
Tuesday. Three Trojans reached double 
figures in the point column with junior 
guard Evan Crowe leading the way at 29.
Crowe shot 50 percent from the field 
overall and 54.5 percent from beyond 
the arc. The team overall shot 47.8 per-
cent from three-point range, their best 
all season. Junior forward Jake Hegge-
land recorded a double-double with 18 
points and 13 boards.
The 12th ranked Taylor squad trav-
eled to Bethel on Nov. 21, as the Pi-
lots ruined the Trojans’ perfect record.
“(We) kind of got beat up on the de-
fensive glass, they had so many of-
fensive rebounds,” sophomore guard 
Mason Degenkolb said. “Just more 
or less kind of felt like we got out-
toughed a little bit. That’s kind of hard 
to swallow for our team. That’s not 
how we ever want to feel after a game.”
Despite the loss, the Trojans moved 
up from No. 15 in the national polls to 
No. 12. This move makes sense con-
sidering Taylor beat two top-10 na-
tionally ranked teams in their first 
nine games of the season and their 
only loss is to No. 16 Bethel.
One of the reasons the Trojans are 
so successful is because of their nu-
merous amount of scoring options. 
Sophomore guard Ryan Robinson scored 20 points against Spring Arbor.
Photograph by Brad Timmerman
Trojans thrive in national spotlight
Photograph provided by Quinn White
“It was a fun night going back to Bethel where I 
have given 24 years of my life, especially 16 years 
as the head women’s basketball coach.”
Women’s basketball is finding their groove
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Crowe in their most recent game 
scored 29, Degenkolb erupted for 32 
points against Trinity this season and 
sophomore guard Ryan Robinson 
dropped 24 against Bethel this season.
“Our guys have had their backs against 
the wall multiple times already this sea-
son, and we’ve come out on the winning 
side all but once,” head coach Josh An-
drews said. “They’ve been tested, and 
they know how to take care of the ball 
and make big plays when it counts.”
Taylor’s non-conference schedule 
is tough, and it will not get any easier 
during conference play. Five teams in 
the Crossroads League including the 
Trojans are nationally ranked inside 
the top-25.
The Trojans showed off their de-
fensive skills as they held Spring Ar-
bor under their normal three-point 
shooting percentage. Spring Arbor has 
the top three-point shooting percent-
age in the Crossroads League, sinking 
roughly 43.2 percent from behind the 
arc each game, and Taylor held them 
to 41.7 percent from three-point land.
“That was a big emphasis for us: tak-
ing away the three-point line,” senior 
forward Keaton Hendricks said. “The 
first half we did not do a very good job, 
but we did a better job in the second 
half, and (we) were able to come out 
with the win.”
As the end of the semester winds 
down, Silent Night creeps closer and 
closer. The Trojans have two more 
games before the highly anticipated 
Silent Night game.
The first game they will play is to-
morrow at Mount Vernon Nazarene. 
Tip off is set for 3 p.m.
echo@taylor.edu
Redshirt junior Alex Berends competed in her third Nationals this year and for three consecutive years finished in the top-65.
Women’s basketball is finding their groove
After 2–4 start to the 
season, Trojans are riding 
a four game win streak
Blakelee Steeb
Staff Writer
The Taylor women’s basketball team 
began their Crossroads League sched-
ule on Nov. 21. The Trojans walked 
away with an 82–67 victory over Bethel 
and gave the Trojans another thing to 
be thankful for as they headed home 
for Thanksgiving.
“It was a fun night going back to 
Bethel where I have given 24 years of 
my life, especially 16 years as the head 
women’s basketball coach,” head coach 
Jody Martinez said. “In regards to the 
conference starting with a victory, I am 
very happy for the team for all their 
hard work to be paying off and to gain 
confidence for the rest of the season.”
The contest was a total team effort 
with four Trojans scoring in double-fig-
ures. Junior Kendall Bradbury led all 
scorers with a game-high 28. She was 
accompanied by seniors Josie Cobb 
and Cassidy Wyse with 13 points and 
sophomore Becca Buchs with 14.
Scoring was not the only part of the 
game the Trojans outperformed the Pi-
lots in. They also out rebounded Bethel 
38-26 on the evening and kept the Pi-
lots grounded.
Wednesday night brought more suc-
cess for the Trojans as they defeated 
Spring Arbor 76–49. Scoring was led 
by Wyse who went 6-6 from the three 
point line to contribute to her 23 points.
Bradbury and Cobb joined Wyse in 
the double figures. The Trojans also 
pounced to the paint and out rebound-
ed the Cougars 47–35.
The success of the Trojans may be 
attributed to the new system Martinez 
brought to the team.
“I think everybody has bought into 
his system,” said Cobb. “It has been a 
good transition, which is really excit-
ing. Our offense is much different than 
it used to be. We are all about pushing 
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Senior guard Josie Cobb scored 14 points and  
brought down five rebounds against Spring Arbor.
“These are great young ladies that love 
the Lord and love to use their gifts to 
the fullest.”
The athletes will continue training 
throughout track and field this year 
and hope to improve even more in 
cross country next year.
echo@taylor.edu
it and speeding up the game, and we 
used to be about slowing it down 
on offense.”
However, the team is not the only 
group of people that are noticing this 
new and improved system.
Taylor women’s basketball team re-
ceived 26 votes in the first NAIA Wom-
en’s basketball Top-25 Poll of the 
2017–18 season. The 26 points is a 16 
point increase from what they received 
in the preseason polls.
According to Wright, the Trojans 
expect to keep pummeling teams and 
stay together while doing so. The team 
is gelling really well right now, and each 
woman will continue to play her role 
on and off the court.
The Trojans will be on the road to-
morrow to play against Mount Vernon 
Nazarene at 1 p.m. to hopefully con-
tinue their four game win streak.
echo@taylor.edu
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